
Shopping

Frustrated by having to travel out of her native 
north London to areas such as Dalston and 
Shoreditch to get her hands on something 
unique for her wardrobe, Maxine Stonehill took 
up arms and organised a pop-up vintage fair at 
Hampstead Town Hall.

What started as a hobby has in just a year 
grown into a full time job, and Stonehill, who has 
a background in fashion, marketing and PR, now 
oversees the mini-empire that is Pop Up Vintage 
Fairs.

Her original Town Hall base remains, but 
demand was so strong that she started a second 
fair at St Stephen’s - a 19th century French 
Gothic church in Hampstead. 

PUVF has now crossed the border into 
Islington, with a regular fashion and homeware 
spectacular at the Islington Assembly Halls now 
an integral part of the vintage calendar. 

Each fair is treated as a retro day-out, 
complete with a tea room and live musical 
performances of 40s classics - the last event 
featured Andrews Sisters inspired vocal trio  
The Three Belles. And for those looking for more 
than the vintage clothing, Pincurls and Pout - 
with 20 years of experience in West End Theatre 
- are on hand to show simple ways to dress hair 
and make up to complete the vintage look. 

The vintage pop-up trend shows no signs 
of abating. Stonehill believes that consumers 
are bored with the high street and looking for 
something more individual. “There’s always an 
excitement that comes over a person as they 
look through rails of old clothes looking for that 
perfect piece,” she says. “You just can’t get that 
on the High Street, where every store repeats 
itself in every suburb.”

The beauty of vintage, according to Stonehill, 

is that trends evolve and change. Whereas last 
year was all about the ladies, 2012 looks to be 
the year for men, with the mod look making a 
comeback and mohair suits creeping back into 
lads’ wardrobes throughout London. Even the 
staple of every boy’s 80s wardrobe - the iconic 
Levi’s denim jacket - is in huge demand.

However, Stonehill draws the line at people 
considering 90s fashion as ‘vintage’. 

“It’s too soon,” she says, “and much of 90s 
trends were a throwback to other eras. Especially 
the preppy look, which never really went away.”

Sunday March 11 Islington Assembly Hall 
Sunday March 25 Hampstead Town Hall 
Sunday April 22 St Stephen’s Rosslyn Hill 
Sunday April 29 Islington Assembly Hall

11.00 - 16.00; £3/£2 NUS

Pop-up goes the clothes shop
by Bebe Gallini
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